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BUSINESS MAVEN: Juli Dewar readies T-shirts for shipment in her studio in Highland Park.
A ‘knit-wit’ with t It

Juli Dewar’s cleverness spins company out of hobby

By ALLISON WISK
Neighbors Assistant Editor

Entering her house on a heavily
treed block of Highland Park, you
notice that Juli Dewar is first and
foremost in charge of her own uni-
verse.

An infinitely less stern version
of Martha Stewart, Dewar has
produced a home that is clearly a
reflection of her know-how and
creativity.

Making her way down the
hardwood floors and through the
French doors into her backyard
studio, Dewar maneuvered
around her dog, CoCo, a ubiqui-
tous presence in her world.

Up the steps of the back house
and into another realm that is just
as marked by Dewar’s imagination
is the studio where Juli Dewar’s
company, Knitiot, found its legs.

A grid of cubbies lines the walls
with yarn of every color peeking
out. In the middle of the room, nu-
merous projects are in the works in
various stages of array and disar-
ray.

Having first picked up the
hobby of knitting from her mother,
Dewar’s first set of red, No. 13 nee-
dles sparked a lifelong love of the
craft that has left her the self-pro-
fessed “yarn-junkie” she is today.

Though she may not be slaving

over the argyle socks of her moth-
ershandiwork, Dewar’sidolatry of
knitting has provided her with a
revived interest in a practical
hobby that, in the past two years,
has yielded a fruitful profession.

“She’sso creative, it’s scary,” said
Shelly Tillery, Dewar’s friend.

“I'm just a follower,” Tilley pro-
claimed through the laughter, so
abundant in the room.

Several painted tables and
chairs populate the already lively
work space, and Dewar lifts pon-
chos, hats and a scarfthat take her
little time to make.

“The name started out of my
making mistakes,” said Dewar.
“Oh, I'm such a ‘knitiot™

Having cultivated various
other homespun enterprises out of
love, including a T-shirt business
and a line of jewelry, Dewar’s
eight-year tenure as a buyer at
Harold’s left her eager to provide
the knitting community with a
clever line of T-shirts emblazoned
with “hip, groovy” slogans that sur-
passed the standard “grandma
spinning wool from a sheep” vari-
ety.

A few National Needlework
Association shows later, Dewar’s
line is high in demand amongst
other knitters for her tops and
nightshirts inscribed with mes-
sages such “Knit at Nite” and the

CREATIVE TEAM: Juli Dewar
with friend and knitting
student Shelly Tillery in her
studio’s office.

irreverent “Knit Happens” and
“Knitphomaniac”

Orders pour in, as do Dewar’s
ideas.

After knitting a miniscule biki-
ni for a particularly brave friend,
Dewar foresees iPod covers, “Kni-
tiot-proof”kits and other products
in her future thatlean on her sharp
wit.

Who knows? You might even
see a Knitiot-crafted red carpet
rolled out for Dewar at her own
collection’s show one of these days.

For this knitiot-savant, the pos-
sibilities are endless.
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Celebrating 10 successful years
serving the Park Cities!

Pizza « Pasta ¢ Ravioli * Sauces « Salad
Prepared Fresh Just for You!

4446 LOVERS LANE * DALLAS, TEXAS 75225
www.holyravioli.com * 214.696.3993
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* pumpkins ® mums ® pansies ® blooming plants
* kale/cabbage

e Christmas Trees Are Coming

e Christmas Lights Installed & Removed

All Clay Pots ['$ o, On Any 1
50% OFF | Sow

%35 Or More |
We've Moved!

expires 10-08-05 1
6140 E. Mockingbird Ln.
(between Hillside Vet & KFC)

214-821-9680

www.lakewoodgarden.com
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CHRISTMAS TREE s SPODE

Reg. SALE
5 pc place
setting 100.00 46.95
12 pc set 320.00 119.95

Open Stock

35-50%

Holly Ribbons,
Christmas Rose,
Woodland
25-30% Off

OFF

521 W. Campbell #300
Campbell Plaza, Richardson, TX

972-783-9151

nehacc@sbcglobal.net

Mon-Fri 10am - 6:30pm Sat 10am-6pm

Have you welcomed a new little

Neighbor !

We print birth announcements!

Submit your announcements, including pictures, at
www.dallasnews.com/neighbors.




